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April 4, 2023 

The Honorable Lloyd J. Austin Ill 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301�1000 

Secretary Austin: 

We write to follow up on requests for information regarding the origins of COVID-19 that 
rem.ain outstanding. The Department of Defense (DOD) has an obligation to be responsive to 
congressional requests for infonnation. 

011 August 3, 2022, the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee on 
Emerging Threats and Spending Oversight beld a hearing titled, �Revisiting Gain of Function 

Ri:search: What the Pandemic Taught Us and Where Do We Oo from Here,"1

Members of the U.S. Senate have sent lecters 10DOD, spedfkally to DARPA a1i.d to DTRA, 
requesting documents and information related to agency's activities and operations. To date, 
DOD has failed to provide the requested information 

For this reason, we reaffinn the following requests for information: 

J. Unredacted copies of alJ records2 reterring or relating to Eco-Health Allia"ce, including
but not limited to grant proposals. contracts, subcontracts, agreements. a1.1d data.

2. Unredactec.l copies of all records referring or relating to Wuhan Institute of Virology, Shi
Zhengli. Zhou Yusen, or Academy for Militacy Medical Sciences� including but not
limited to grant proposals. contracts, subcontracts, agreements, and data.

1 Revisiting Oai11 ofFunction Research: What the Pandemic Tauaht Us and Wh1;1re Do We Go From 
Here: H:earing Before the S. Subcomm. on Emerging 1br�ts a11d Spending Oversight of the S. Comm. on 
Homeland Sec. and Oovernmental Affairs, 117th Co11g. (2022), available at 
https:/Jwww.bsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/C!tsofhearings/revi!!iting-gain-of;.furtcrion-research-what­
the.pandemic-taught-us•and•where-do-we-go-rrom-here. 
l••Reccrds" include any written. recorded,, or graphic material of any kind. including letters, memoranda, 
reports, notes, electronic data (emails. email attachments. and nny other electronically--oreated or stored 
infonnation), calendar entries, inter-office communications. meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or 
recordings/reeords of veroal communications, and drafts (whether or not they resulted in final 
documents). 



3. Untedacted copies of all records refemng or relating to Ralph Barie, including but not
limited to grant proposals, contnwts, subcontracts, agreements, and data.

4. Umedacted copies of any application or submission sinQe 2014 :telating to coronavirus
research, including but not limited to accepted proposals, rejected proposals, and
proposals to add a turin cleavage site to coronavi:ruses.
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. . . 

We respectfully request you pravide our offices with the Status of each tequest no later tban 5:00 
PM on Apri) 10, 2023. 
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